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Introduction
The Census is a constitutionally required nationwide survey conducted once every ten years by the U.S. Census Bureau to count ALL persons, regardless of status, living in the United States.

Census data are used to allocate approximately $675 billion in federal funds for education, job training, health care, transportation, housing, community development and other community needs. An accurate census count facilitates the flow of federal tax dollars and resources to constituencies and regions most in need.  Nevada relies on census data to distribute resources to cities, counties and service providers. Companies rely on census data to determine where to locate grocery and retail stores, banks, and other businesses.

It is vital that trusted community voices engage to help Nevadans understand why the census is important and that participation is simple, safe and confidential. Funding for communications, outreach and public education strategies are critical for an accurate census. Further, grant funded activities that raise awareness of the census and convert that awareness into actual responses are key to a successful and accurate count in Nevada.

To that end, Governor Sisolak, Lieutenant Governor Marshall, and the Complete Count Committee are providing “The Partnership Support Grant Program” to support the outreach efforts of governmental agencies, local governments, or local government agencies that are partner organizations (2020 Partners) to better reach “Hard-to-Count” populations by establishing relationships with and low cost grants to 2020 Partners. As part of this program, the Nevada Complete Count Committee has set aside funds to support or supplement existing outreach activities in “Hard- to-Count” communities that have been identified by 2020 Partners.

2020 Partners have and will continue to develop low cost and no cost outreach activities in support of the 2020 Census. If in the development of the 2020 Census activities, a 2020 Partner identifies an additional need, which they are unable to fund, they can complete a Partnership request form to request that the Nevada Complete Count Committee Government subcommittee consider funding for the particular additional need.

The goal of the 2020 Partners program is to provide funding to 2020 Partners for very specific community materials (printed materials and promotional giveaways). These items are above and beyond what the Census Bureau or the Nevada Complete Count Committee will provide through normal channels. The ultimate objective is to elevate awareness about the 2020 Census and increase the accuracy of the count in “Hard-to-Count” communities.
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Examples
For example, a 2020 partner may have already planned to organize and host a 2020 Census day in a “Hard-to-Count” community. The 2020 Partner’s outreach activity may include the donation of time to organize the event, donation of a facility to host the event, and donation of materials and resources to promote the event via radio, e-mail blast, flyers, etc.  In evaluating the effectiveness of the 2020 Census day event, the 2020 Partner determines that the event will be greatly enhanced with the addition of a banner to publicize the event.  However, due to the 2020 Partner’s limited resources, they determine that they will not be able to fund the purchase of the banner. The 2020 Partner sends in a completed Partnership request form requesting funds sufficient to purchase a banner, as it would (a) add tremendous value to the outcome of the event, and (b) is consistent with the U.S. Census Bureau’s goals to reach a wide audience of “Hard-to-Count” groups.

Examples of eligible requests include:
Products:  Promotional banners, pens, pencils, T-shirts, stress balls, balloons, stickers, chip clip magnets, water bottles, baseball caps, bags, paper weights, hand fans, etc.

Services: 	Labor hours to pay for clowns to perform at an event, a translator to translate materials from English to Thai, a graphic designer to design various materials for a “Hard-to-Count” community.

Budget
Grants will be provided up to a maximum of $2,000. 

Becoming a 2020 Partner.
Governmental agencies, local governments, or local government agencies must demonstrate that they are “active” 2020 Partners. Examples that may demonstrate an “active” 2020 Partner include, but are not limited to:

•	Adopt a proclamation/resolution supporting the 2020 Census
•	Designate a staff member to be a Census Liaison
•	Post information about the 2020 Census on your website
•	Pay for promotional items for the 2020 Census
•	Donate space for meetings, training or testing for the 2020 Census
•	Display 2020 Census materials and posters at your facilities
•	Form a Complete Count Committee
•	Provided an exhibit booth at a local event for the 2020 Census
•	Made a presentation at an open meeting about the 2020 Census
•	Put up posters or passed out information about the 2020 Census



Priority will be given to requests that provide information in support of the following considerations:

•	The outreach activity effectively reaches an audience of specific “Hard-to-Count” groups.
•	The outreach activity provides valuable resources that further the 2020 Census effort.
· The outreach activity increases the awareness of the 2020 Census.
•	The outreach activity encourages and motivates residents of Nevada to 	complete the 2020 Census
•	The outreach activity communicates a consistent message. It’s Easy, It’s Important, It’s Safe.
•	The outreach activity includes the use of local vendors (the use of local vendors is strongly encouraged and to the extent allowable use of small businesses, minority-owned, and women-owned businesses).
•	The request identifies measurable objectives, by which the effectiveness of the activity can be evaluated.
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2020 Partner Support Grant Program Request Form

1. Contact Information:
Please provide the following:
a.  Name of Partner 
b. Address
c.  Contact Person
d. Contact Person Title
e. Contact Person Phone, Fax, Email address

2. Eligibility:
Please check off any activities your governmental agency, local government or local government agency has been involved in to help increase awareness about the 2020 Census.  If not listed below, please provide a description of your prior commitment activities. Please provide supporting documentation for the activities your government has been involved in.

o Adopt a proclamation/resolution supporting the 2020 Census
o Designate a staff member to be a Census Liaison
o Post information about the 2020 Census on your website
o Pay for promotional items for the 2020 Census
o Donate space for meetings, training or testing for the 2020 Census
o Display 2020 Census materials and posters at your facilities
o Form a Complete Count Committee
o Provided an exhibit booth at a local event for the 2020 Census
o Made a presentation at an open meeting about the 2020 Census 
o Put up posters or passed out information about the 2020 Census
o Other (please describe):

3.  Project Requirements:
a.  Describe the project and the total amount requested. 
b. Specify the measurable objective of the project.
c. 	Specify the 2020 Census component of the project and explain its relevance to the 2020 Census mission. How will the proposed project encourage the targeted audience to complete the 2020 Census?
d. If the project is in collaboration with another group(s), please define each organization’s role.
e. Provide the project timeline.

4. Signature/Confirmation:
a.  By affixing my signature, I certify that:
i. All information contained in this request is correct
ii.	I have reviewed this request with the members of my government entity/agency/Complete Count Committee.
iii. This request contains the following:
1. Sample, photo, and/or draft text of item for which funding is requested; and
2.  Price Quote
iv. The anticipated completion date of this project is:
v. I agree to provide a copy of the final receipt and a sample of the promotional item to the Nevada Complete Count Committee by June 30, 2020.
vi.	If awarded I agree to become a registered state vendor with the State of Nevada. (Information on registering as a state vendor can be found at: http://controller.nv.gov/VendorDB/About/Forms/)





Signature and Title



Date
